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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence.
When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: "Take heart,
it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ
that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of
the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING REFLECTION

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.



Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and [ will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OPENING HYMN My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW #763
(Vs.1,2 & 3)
Public Domain
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE- spoken ELW page 138
CANTICLE Give to Our God Immortal Praise! ELW #848
(Vs. 3)

Public Domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING—1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.”
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites
are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as
his own successor.

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars,
and Killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking
my life, to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for
the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was
splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but
the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but
the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.” 1> Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall
kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will



leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM— Psalm 85:8-13
8 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12'The LorD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING— Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ? because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. 19 For one believes with the heart, leading to



righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW #172

The Holy Gospel according to the fourteenth chapter of Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL— Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other

side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 2> And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart,
itis [; do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save
me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,



“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the
Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

MESSAGE Rev. Sam Mailleue
HYMN OF THE DAY When Peace like a River ELW #785
(Vs. 1,2 & 3)

Public Domain

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.



We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen
the church in its faithful witness.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity
in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing
climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to
respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in
your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who
suffer especially those on our prayer list and in our hearts.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life
amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church
leaders with your still, calm voice.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our
earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING
Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES

OFFERTORY HYMN We Are an Offering ELW #692
CCLI #16220

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756
(Vs.1,2 & 4)

Public Domain

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Welcome to First Lutheran Church
Whether you are looking for a place of worship
or are just passing through, we hope our service has blessed you
on your journey as your presence has been a blessing to us.
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

August Ministry Focus: Share the Harvest - August Produce Exchange

If your garden is overflowing with tomatoes, zucchini, cucumbers, beans,
peppers, herbs, or other fresh produce, we invite you to share your
abundance with our church family! Throughout the Sundays in August,
we'll host a Produce Exchange where anyone is welcome to bring extra
fruits, vegetables, or flowers to share.

Those who take home fresh produce are encouraged to make a freewill
cash donation. All donations will go toward purchasing supplies

for Global Health Ministries Newborn Kits, which we will assemble
together during our God's Work. Our Hands. service event in

September. All left over produce will be donated to the Le Sueur Food
Shelf.

This is a wonderful way to celebrate God's gifts, reduce waste, and
support families around the world. Whether you're sharing the bounty
from your garden or making a donation, every gift helps extend Christ's
love to our neighbors near and far.

Thank you to the Graff family for the flowers today in memory of Dick.

Blessing of the Backpacks will be Sunday, August 23.

Financial Update

Week of Amount Received Amount Needed

8-2-2026 $4,171 $4,523

YTD $138,429 $144,734




Weekly Schedule

Sunday, August 9

9:00a Worship

Monday, August 10  10:00a Nursing Home Service

Wednesday, August 12 9:00a Staff Meeting

Sunday, August 16 9:00a Worship w/Holy Communion
Worship Assistants
August 9, 2026 August 16, 2026

Organist/Pianist:
First Choir Director:
Acolytes:

Reader:

Usher:

Greeters:

Council Member:
Fellowship:
Projection:

Audio:
Videographer:
Offering Counters:

Altar Guild:

Virginia Miller
Jennifer Weick
Garret Handy
Summer St. Pierre
Vic Pengilly

St. Pierre Family
Lynnea Libra

Tech Team

Tech Team

Becky Pollack
Bob Bartle

Bob Patrias

Bob & Rita Patrias

Organist/Pianist:
First Choir Director:
Acolytes:

Reader:

Usher:

Greeters:
Communion Asst:
Council Member:
Fellowship:
Projection:

Audio:
Videographer:
Offering Counters:

Altar Guild:

Virginia Miller
Jennifer Weick
Malcolm Mailleue
lan Mailleue
Steve Olson

John Miller

Craig & Megan Schwarz

Vic Pengilly

Tech Team

Tech Team

Becky Pollack
John Miller

Dave Johnson
Bob & Rita Patrias




