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The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of 
the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better 

imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the 
tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 

through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not 
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE 

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩  one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
  

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 



and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
  

Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
  

*OPENING HYMN     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   ELW #807
                 (Vs. 1 & 3) 

  
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.                                                                                                                                             
And also with you    

  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 
and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

  
                 
  
  
  
  
 FIRST READING—Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s 
royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the 
location of the holy temple. 
  

22Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 



  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 23On the mountain height of Israel 
  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 24All the trees of the field shall know 
  that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 
  

Word of God. Word of Life 
Thanks be to God! 

  
SECOND READING—2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ 
are now in God’s new creation. 
  

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 
has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves 
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We 
are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about 
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in 
the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 
  

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 



  
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”   ELW  page#172     

  
The holy gospel according to the fourth chapter of Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
GOSPEL—Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. 
Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he 
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ     

  
MESSAGE               Rev. Carl Bruihler 

  
HYMN OF THE DAY       “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”   ELW #334 

                 (Vs. 1 & General) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 



*THE APOSTLE’S CREED                   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

  
*THE PRAYERS 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
  
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good 
news of your grace, made known in Jesus Christ,  may root and grow throughout the world.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Creator God, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths 
of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Send timely rain to places where 
it is desperately needed; restore growth to places suffering drought.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders in government in Washington DC, Saint Paul, here 
in Le Sueur County, and in the City of Le Sueur.  Grant them the ability to use the power 
they hold to strive always for justice, fairness and equality for those under their charge.  
Grant us all a sense of humility, dedicating our lives in service to others.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who 
call on you. We pray for the sick, for those facing or recovering from surgery; today we pray 
for  Connie Baum, Charlie Schleeve, Fred Wentzlaff, Nick Pollack, Allan Krattley – brother 
in-law of Rosalind Neal, Sophia Walker – mother of Marie Walker, Pr. Dave Aaker, Pr. Matt 
Larson, and those that we name before you silently in our hearts a brief silence. Bless all 
who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness, and those 



profoundly impacted by the coronavirus.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our 
church musicians, especially Virginia Miller, Jennifer Weick, Gordon Gregersen and the 
First Choir.  We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of 
children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you.   
We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

  
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray: 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING 

Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 



*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 
  

 

 

 

*BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

  
*CLOSING HYMN              “Build Us Up, Lord”   ELW #670 

  
*DISMISSAL                                                                                                                                       
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

  
*POSTLUDE 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

SENDING 

The God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Worship services can be viewed through our website  www.firstlutheranlesueur.org or through 
You Tube at www.youtube.com and search First Lutheran Church Le Sueur MN. 
  
  
Christ In Our Home devotional and Living Lutheran magazine are available at church.  Please call 
and a copy can be mailed out to you.  
  
  
Your offering to the church can be mail, dropped in the mailbox outside of church or through an 
upcoming link on our website. 
  
  
Please call or email if you have pastoral care needs. 
  
  
The flowers today are in honor of Bob & Joan Reasoner’s 55th Wedding Anniversary.  
Congratulations! 
  
  
Knights of North Castle:  Quest for the Kings Armor, is this years VBS theme.  VBS will be held 
on Saturday, July 24 at Zion UCC from 9am-2pm.  Registration will began at 8:30am.  Cost is $15 
per child or $40 per family.  Registration forms can be found on our church website.   
  
  
American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be held at First Lutheran Church on Tuesday, July 6 from 
12-6.  Blood donations will be taken by appointment only, no walk-ins.  For an appointment, 
contact Kay King at 612-298-3478. 
  
  
Congratulations to Justin Terwedo who will be receiving the Eagle Scout award on Monday, 
June 14.  Congratulations! 
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UNITED by Christ, God call us to LOVE one another 

As we RECEIVE, DISCOVER and PROCLAIM God’s Word. 


