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Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the 
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints 
our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday 

he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be 
signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING REFLECTION      

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 



                                                                                              

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 
OPENING HYMN            Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   ELW #807 
                                     Public Domain 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE  - (Spoken)                ELW page 138 

 
CANTICLE—Glory be to God              ELW page 204 
                     (Vs. 2) 

 
 
 



                                                                                             

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 
FIRST READING—Ezekiel 34:7-15 
God will shepherd Israel 
 

7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says the 
Lord God, because my sheep have become a prey and my sheep have become food 
for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds 
have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves and have 
not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 Thus 
says the Lord God: I am against the shepherds, and I will hold them accountable for 
my sheep and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds 
feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be 
food for them. 
 

  11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort 
them out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered 
sheep, so I will sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them into their 
own land, and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 
in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 



                                                                                              

 

grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord God. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
PSALM—Psalm 100 
 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 
 2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God's presence with a song. 
 3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
  we are God's people and the sheep of God's pasture. 
 4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God's holy name. 
 5 Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
SECOND READING—1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, 
rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance 
and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 

19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while 
suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a 
commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22 “He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray 
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 



                                                                                             

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Alleluia!                      ELW page 205 
           

The Holy Gospel according to the tenth chapter of John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL—John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual 
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure 
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 
All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 
MESSAGE        Rev. Sam Mailleue 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY              My Shepherd, You Supply My Need    ELW #782 
                   Public Domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                              

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us 
beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains 
serving near and far.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and 
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your 
creation.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 
 



                                                                                             

 

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate 
for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of 
violence or vengeance.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 
injured especially those on our prayer list and in our hearts. Restore them to health 
of body, mind, and spirit.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill 
our cups to overflowing.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in 
your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN                  Be Not Afraid   ELW #388 
                     One License #04238 

 
 

 

 

OFFERING 

Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 



                                                                                              

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                             

 

 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN        Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us   ELW #789 
                     (Vs. 1, 2 & 4) 
                   Public Domain 

 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                                                       
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 
Whether you are looking for a place of worship  

or are just passing through, we hope our service has blessed you  
on your journey as your presence has been a blessing to us. 

Financial Update 
Week of Amount Received Amount Needed 

4-19-26 $9,287 $4,542 

YTD $84,119 $81,413 

SENDING 

The God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 



                                                                                              

 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

April Ministry Focus:  Earth Day / Environmental 
On Easter morning, as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ and the    
promise of new life, we are invited to receive a small but meaningful gift:  
pollinator seeds. These seeds, tucked into our hands as we gather in        
worship, become a living reminder of God’s renewing grace. Just as the 
tomb was opened and life burst forth in unexpected ways, so too do these 
tiny seeds hold the potential for beauty, growth, and transformation. In the 
life of an ELCA congregation, this simple act connects our faith to the world 
around us—reminding us that resurrection is not only something we          
proclaim, but something we participate in. 
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Shift Worship—Membership 
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Sunday, April 26  9:00a  Worship 
    10:15a  Bible Study with Pr. Sam 
 
Tuesday, April 28  9:00a  First Quilting 
 
Wednesday, April 29  9:00a  Staff Meeting 
    6:00p  Meal @ UMC 
    6:30p  Worship 
    7:00-7:30p RISE 
    7:00-8p RISE UP 
    6:00-8p FLY 
 
Saturday, May 2    SEMN Synod Assembly 
 
Sunday, May 3   9:00a  Worship with Holy Communion 
    10:00a  First Choir Rehearsal 
   
     

Weekly Schedule 

Worship Assistants 

May 3, 2026 
 
Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  Reece St. Pierre 
Reader:    Ian Mailleue 
Usher:   Chuck Frauendienst 
Greeters:   
Communion Asst: John Miller 
   Joan May 
Council Member: Lynnea Libra 
Fellowship:   
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: Joan May 
   Joanne Graff 
Altar Guild:  LeRoy & Joan May 

April 26, 2026 
 

Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  LeRoy Haaland 
Reader:    Liz Osborne 
Usher:   LeRoy May 
Greeters:  Edrie Barton 
   Rachel Wagner 
Council Member: Mike Johnson 
Fellowship:   
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: John Miller 
   Dave Johnson 
Altar Guild:  Bob & Rita Patrias 


