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We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. Every 

Sunday is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the 
appointed texts celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our 

God is the God of the living. 
 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING REFLECTION      

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, 
yet we stray from your paths. 
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression 
and do not embrace the freedom 
of your faithful promises. 
We ignore our neighbors. 
We exploit the earth. 
We reject your abundance, 
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. 
Repair our relationships, 
restore what we have broken, 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 



                                                                                              

 

renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: 
God the Faithful One loves you, 
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
Amen. 

 
OPENING HYMN    How Small Our Span of Life   ELW #636 
                     (Vs. 1, 3 & 4) 
             One License #29608 & Public Domain 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                  ELW page 138 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE     You Servants of God   ELW #825 
                     (Vs. 4) 
                   Public Domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray 
O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and 
direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of 
judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the 
resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
 



                                                                                             

 

            
FIRST READING—Job 19:23-27a 
Job suffers the loss of children, wealth, and health. Accused by his companions of wrongdoing, 
he knows himself to be innocent. Here, in the midst of his suffering, Job clings to the radical 
hope that his vindicator, his redeemer, lives; and that one day he himself will see God. 
 

 23 “O that my words were written down! 
  O that they were inscribed in a book! 
 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
  they were engraved on a rock forever! 
 25 For I know that my vindicator lives 
  and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 
 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, 
  then in my flesh I shall see God, 
 27a whom I shall see on my side, 
  and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
PSALM—Psalm 17:1-9 
 1 Hear a just cause, O Lord; give heed to my cry; 
  listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 
 2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; 
  let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
 3 Examine my heart, visit me by night, 
  melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
 4 I have not regarded what others do; 
  at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent. 
 5 My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; 
  and my feet do not slip. 
 6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; 
  incline your ear to me and hear my words. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 



                                                                                              

 

 7 Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, 
  O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise 
against them. 
 8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
  hide me under the shadow of your wings, 
 9 from the wicked who assault me, 
  from my deadly enemies who surround me. 

 
SECOND READING—2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
This portion of the letter provides encouragement for the church at Thessalonica during a 
time of confusion and opposition, as some allowed their concern over Jesus’ imminent return 
to divert them from the central teachings of the gospel. 
 

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, 
we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 
either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day 
of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not 
come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one 
destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god 
or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring 
himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was 
still with you? 
 

  13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by 
the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he 
called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions 
that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 
  16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good work and word. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 



                                                                                             

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Alleluia          ELW page #142 
           

The Holy Gospel according to the twentieth chapter of Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL—Luke 20:27-38 
Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They 
formulate the convoluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. 
Jesus responds by teaching about God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are 
fulfilled. 
 

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and 
asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies 
leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children 
for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and 
died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same 
way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, 
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they 
cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being 
children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself 
showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead 
but of the living, for to him all of them are alive.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
MESSAGE        Rev. Sam Mailleue 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     I Know That My Redeemer Lives!   ELW #619 
                     (Vs. 1, 3 & 7) 
                  Public Domain 

 
 
 



                                                                                              

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

God our Redeemer, bless your church universal and its leaders. Set all hearts on you 
from generation to generation in anticipation of Christ’s return.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, we give thanks for the fruits and grains of harvest, for rivers and 
streams, for all that is made of rock and iron. Renew the earth’s natural resources 
and the lands from which they come.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of justice, we give thanks for the service of our veterans and pray for those 
needing support for wounds of any kind. Strengthen those charged with the 
governance and protection of vulnerable populations. Bring an end to war 
throughout the world.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



                                                                                             

 

God who leads us to belief and truth, we give thanks that you are always and 
already here. Nurture and support those who are unsteady in mind, unsafe in spirit, 
or unwell in body especially those on our prayer list and in our hearts. Comfort 
those who suffer from trauma and exposure to traumatic events.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God who gathers us together, we give thanks for our pastors and deacons, teachers 
and musicians, administrators, and building caretakers. May they find joy in 
leadership as we grow in faith together.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the saints, we give thanks for all who have died in faith. Uplift us as we honor 
their memory and await your coming in glory.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 

 
 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN              Shall We Gather at the River   ELW #423 

                     (Vs. 4) 
                           Public Domain 

 
 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 



                                                                                              

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of healing and hope, 
you bless those who are hungry, 
promising to fill them with good things. 
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 
God the Son save you, 
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 
The holy Trinity bless you ☩ 

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 

The God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 



                                                                                             

 

CLOSING HYMN      Soon and Very Soon   ELW #439 
                     (Vs. 1, 2 & 3) 
                         CCLI #11249 

 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                                                       
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 
Whether you are looking for a place of worship  

or are just passing through, we hope our service has blessed you  
on your journey as your presence has been a blessing to us. 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

November Ministry Focus: Adopt-A-Family 
Each November, our congregation at First Lutheran Church is invited to live 
out our ELCA commitment to loving and serving our neighbors through the 
Adopt-a-Family Christmas  program. In partnership with Le Sueur County 
Human    Services, we help provide clothing and essentials for children 
whose families need extra support during the holiday season. Each year the 
number of children in need grows, and this year our church will again adopt 
families. Last year our congregation provided gifts for 20 kids! 
 

Beginning in mid-November, you can choose a gift tag from the Giving Tree 
in the Gathering space or sign up online through Sign-Up Genius. The link 
will be shared by email, on our website, and on social media. Each tag in-
cludes a gift number and the child’s specific wishes. 
 

We also gratefully accept cash donations. Clearly mark contributions with 
“Adopt-a-Family” so that we can purchase any remaining gifts on behalf of 
the congregation. Many of the children will ask for winter essentials like 
coats, hats, mittens, boots, and other clothing items. 
 
 
Pastor Sam will be out of the office November 10-16.  If you need                   
assistance, please contact the office.  

Financial Update 
Week of Amount Received Amount Needed 

11-2-2025 $5,190 $4,542 

YTD $187,641 $204,372 



                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 9  9:00a  Worship 
    10:15a  Bible Study with Pr. Sam 
 
November 10—November 17   Pr. Sam will be out of the office 
 
Monday, November 10 12p-6p  Red Cross Blood Drive 
    4:30p  Social Ministry Team Meeting 
 
Wednesday, November 12 9:00a  Staff Meeting 
    6:00p  Meal @ UMC 
    6:30-7:30p RISE 
    6:30-8p RISE UP 
    6:30-8p FLY 
 
Sunday, November 16  9:00a  Worship with Holy Communion 
    10:15a  First Choir Rehearsal 
 
   
     

Weekly Schedule 

Worship Assistants 

November 16, 2025 
 
Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  Liam Haaland 
Reader:    Edrie Barton 
Usher:   Bob & Joan Reasoner 
Greeters:  St. Pierre Family 
Communion Asst: Jen & Whitney Weick 
Council Member: Mike Johnson 
Fellowship:  Stefanie Eischens 
   Melissa Hudson 
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: Bob Bartle 
   Joan May 
Altar Guild:  Edrie Barton  
   Rachel Wagner 

November 9, 2025 
 
Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  Emmalee Flores 
Reader:    Rachel Wagner 
Usher:   Steve Olson 
Greeters:  John Miller 
Council Member: Sara Carrigan 
Fellowship:  Brenda Liebhard-Johnson 
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: Joanne Graff 
   John Miller 
Altar Guild:  Edrie Barton 
   Rachel Wagner 


