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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In 
Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen 
a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us 
and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather 
around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good 

news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

 
PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TEMPLE TALK—Campership           Everett Greisen 

 
OPENING REFLECTION      

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 



                                                                                              

 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen.  

 
OPENING HYMN         What Is This Place   ELW #524 
             (Vs. 1 & 2) 
             One License #50945 & Public Domain 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                  ELW page 138 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Give to Our God Immortal Praise    ELW #848 
                     (Vs. 2) 
                   Public Domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that 
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



                                                                                             

 

CHOIR ANTHEM               Here I Am Lord 
                  Arr. Schutte & Courtney 
                       One License #80670 & One License #5514 

 

 
FIRST READING—Isaiah 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian 
military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a 
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great 
harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 



                                                                                              

 

PSALM—Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze 
upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple. 
 5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 
will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my 
salvation. 

 
SECOND READING—1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the 
gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but 
to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the 
power of God’s salvation. 
 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that 
you be knit together in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been 
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers 
and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say 
that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent 
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 



                                                                                             

 
  18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Alleluia          ELW page #142 
           

The Holy Gospel according to the fourth chapter of Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL—Matthew 4:12-23 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He 
proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
 

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He 
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: 
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 
 16 the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 

  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they 
left the boat and their father and followed him. 
  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
sickness among the people. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 



                                                                                              

 

MESSAGE        Rev. Sam Mailleue 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           Will You Come and Follow Me   ELW #798 
                     (Vs. 1, 2 & 3) 
                              One License #00076 

 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS  
The following people have been elected [by the congregation] to positions of 
leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are 
welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we 
rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our 
mutual mission as a congregation. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 
 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to 
God, who gathers us into one together with the whole church. 
You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, 
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this 
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world. 
 

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers 
you may be glorified. 
 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual 
understanding in this congregation. 
 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have 
been elected? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

People of God, I ask you: 
Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual 
ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 



                                                                                             

 

I now declare you installed as officers / council members of this congregation. 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, 
that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 
Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.   
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
A brief silence. 
 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to the 
church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all who 
follow Christ.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 



                                                                                              

 

Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift of life. 
Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all inhabitants 
of this garden planet.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of Christ. 
Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. We pray for those in 
authority.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are 
sick especially those on our prayer list and in our hearts.  We pray for all who are 
affected by natural disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us a 
spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we come 
at last into the communion of all your saints in light.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all 
for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our 
Savior. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 
 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

 
 

OFFERING 

Gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 



                                                                                             

 

OFFERTORY HYMN           Lord, Be Glorified   ELW #744 

                     (Vs. 1) 
                             CCLI #26368 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                              

 

 
BLESSING 
May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN            Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   ELW #674 
                   CCLI #178577 

 
DISMISSAL                                                                                                                                       
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 
Whether you are looking for a place of worship  

or are just passing through, we hope our service has blessed you  
on your journey as your presence has been a blessing to us. 

SENDING 

The God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

January Ministry Focus: Camperships 
Each summer, Bible camps across the country open their doors to children 
and youth, offering much more than just time outdoors. When we send our 
kids to summer camp, we are giving them a chance to grow in faith,           
confidence, and community in ways that last long after the campfire goes 
out. 
 

When we encourage and support families in sending children to summer  
Bible camp, we are investing in the faith of the next generation. Camp plants 
seeds—of faith, leadership, and service—that continue to grow for years to 
come. Let’s help make sure every child who wants to attend has the            
opportunity to experience this life-giving ministry. 
 

Your financial gifts help remove barriers so every child who wants to attend 
camp can do so, regardless of a family’s ability to pay. By giving toward Bible 
camp scholarships (camperships,) you are investing in the faith formation of 
our young people and helping nurture the next generation of disciples.      
Giving Envelopes will be available in the Gathering Space and in the Media 
Center in the Entry Way.  Thank you for your generosity and continued       
support. 

Financial Update 
Week of Amount Received Amount Needed 

1-18-2026 $10,270 $4,523 

YTD $16,303 $13,569 



                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 25  9:00a  Worship 
    10:15a  First Choir Rehearsal 
 
Monday, January 26  5:00p  Social Ministry Team Meeting @Paddlefish 
 
Tuesday, January 27  9:00a  Quilting 
 
Wednesday, January 28 9:00a  Staff Meeting 
    6:00p  Meal @ UMC 
    6:30-7:30p RISE 
    6:30-8p RISE UP 
    6:30-8p FLY 
 
Sunday, February 1  9:00a  Worship with Holy Communion 
    10:15a  Bible Study with Pr. Sam 
   
     

Weekly Schedule 

Worship Assistants 

February 1, 2026 
 
Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  Garret Handy 
Reader:    Liz Osborne 
Usher:   Chuck Frauendienst 
Greeters:  John Miller 
Communion Asst:  
Council Member: Miles Heille 
Fellowship:   
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: John Miller 
   Joan May   
Altar Guild:  Marie Walker 

January 25, 2026 
 

Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller 
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick 
Acolytes:  Malcolm Mailleue 
Reader:    Rachel Wagner 
Usher:   John Miller 
Greeters:   
Council Member: Vic Pengilly 
Fellowship:   
Projection:  Tech Team 
Audio:   Tech Team 
Videographer:  Becky Pollack 
Offering Counters: Dave Johnson 
   Joanne Graff 
Altar Guild:  Nick & Becky Pollack 


