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Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has
come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and
setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of
justice and peace.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK Greisen Family
OPENING REFLECTION

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.



Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN “I Love to Tell the Story” ELW #661
(Vs.1&3)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW page 138
CANTICLE OF PRAISE—This is the Feast ELW page 140
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

FIRST CHOIR



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING—Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On
whom should God have mercy?”

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LOrRD. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

Word of God. Word of Life
Thanks be to God!

PSALM—Psalm 62:5-12
SFor God alone I wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
6God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
’In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be
trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.



11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,
that power belongs to God.

12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

SECOND READING—1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however,
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God's future, which even now
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, 3%and those who mourn as
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 3land those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of
this world is passing away.

Word of God. Word of Life
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Alleluia ELW page 142

The Holy Gospel according to the first chapter of Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL—Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will
respond with repentance and faith.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their
nets and followed him. 1°As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20lmmediately he



called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

MESSAGE Rev. Samuel Mailleue
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Jesus, I Have Promised” ELW #810
(Vs.1& 2)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.



God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never
abandon your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom
and empathy in its varied ministries.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans
and all creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger
water sources and the people who depend on them.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our
nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and
sustain all who minister to them as the martyr, Agnes, ministered to victims of
sexual abuse. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in
poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain especially those on our prayer list
and those we name in our hearts.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news,
empower us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are
uncertain of your call, assure us. When we have strayed from your ways, redirect
us.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them
into your care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your
salvation.

God of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS AND TITHES

OFFERTORY HYMN—Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray:

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

ELW page 182

ELW page 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Holy, holy, holy ELW page 144



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNON
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.

Lamb of God ELW page 146



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

+ bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” ELW #538

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

POSTLUDE

Welcometo First Lutheran Church

Whether you are looking for a place of worship
or are just passing through, we hope our service has blessed you
on your journey as your presence has been a blessing to us.



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Annual Meeting will be held today following worship. After the meeting
enjoy a breakfast provided by the First Lutheran Youth who will be attending
the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering.

The 2024 Altar Flower Chart has been posted outside of the main office door.
If you have any questions, please call the church office.
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Weekly Schedule

Sunday, January 21 9:00a Worship w/Holy Communion
10:00a ANNUAL MEETING
Monday, January 22 6:00p Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 23 0-12 Quilting
Wednesday, January 24 6:00p Meal-GNH/GIGG/FLY
6:30p GNH/GIGG/FLY
Thursday, January 25 6:30p Adult Bible Study @ Next Chapter Winery
Sunday, January 28 9:00a Worship
Worship Assistants
January 21, 2024 January 28, 2024
Organist/Pianist: Virginia Miller Organist/Pianist: Jenna Rame
First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick First Choir Director: Jennifer Weick
Acolytes: Sallie Nesbit Acolytes: Caleb Sullivan
Reader: Everett Greisen Reader: Caleb Sullivan
Usher: LeRoy May Usher: Steve Olson
Greeters: Greeters:
Communion Asst: ~ John Miller Council Member:
Theresa Sullivan Fellowship:
Council Member: Renae Sater Projection: Tech Team
Fellowship: FL-ELCA Youth Audio: Tech Team
Gathering Group Videographer: Becky Pollack
Projection: Tech Team Offering Counters:  Dave Johnson
Audio: Tech Team Randy Baum
Videographer: Becky Pollack Altar Guild: Roxanne Kisling
Offering Counters:  Joan May
John Miller
Altar Guild: Roxanne Kisling




